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BALD EAGLES 


Preventing 
developers 
from flying 
the coop 


Volunteers sue the feds to 
ensure that builders still 
are held accountable if they 
accidentally kill raptors. 


By Bruce Finley 
The Denver Post 


The pressure that Colorado’s 
Front Range development boom 
is putting on bald eagles, golden 
eagles, owls and other raptors is 
intensifying, driving local wildlife 
lovers into a nest-by-nest fight to 
protect survivors. 

Federal authorities have been 
allowing developers to build 
housing as close as 660 feet from 
bald eagle nests, far closer than 
the half-mile buffer that Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife biologists rec- 
ommend. 

On Wednesday, an eagle moni- 
toring and research group filed a 
lawsuit against the feds challeng- 
ing two “take” permits that let de- 
velopers escape penalties if they 
accidentally kill bald eagles, 
which, under the federal Bald and 
Golden Eagle Protection Act, 
must not be harmed. 

The lawsuit, in U.S. District 
Court, targets Interior Secretary 
Ryan Zinke and U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service director Greg 
Sheehan. The Front Range Nest- 
ing Bald Eagles Studies group 
seeks a federal court injunction 
and rejection of the permits, in- 
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


Dozens of bills 
offered yearly 
have no chance 


By Brian Eason The Denver Post 


They never stood a chance. 
Dozens of bills introduced at the 
Colorado statehouse every year 
were dead on arrival, more of a 
political statement than a serious 
attempt to pass legislation. 

Republicans know that efforts 
to repeal gun regulations or tight- 
en abortion laws aren’t going to 
fly with a split legislature and 
Democratic governor. 

Democrats know that ambitious 
efforts to target climate change or 
expand social welfare programs 
aren’t going anywhere, either. 

But in an election year, these so- 
called zombie bills take on new 
significance, as a preview of cam- 
paign promises this fall: Elect ma- 
jorities of one side or another, and 
here’s what voters can expect 
from their government in the 
years to come. 
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Gunman kills 17 
at Florida school 


Senator: Shooter pulled alarm so students would enter halls 
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Parents wait for news Wednesday, which was Ash Wednesday, after a shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School 


in Parkland, Fla. At least 17 people were killed. Joel Auerbach,The Associated Press 


By Terry Spencer And Kelli Kennedy The Associated Press 


parkzanp, TLA.» A gunman, believed to be a former student, 
opened fire with a semiautomatic rifle at a Florida high 
school Wednesday, killing at least 17 people and sending 
scores of students fleeing into the streets in the nation’s 
deadliest school shooting since the attack at an elementa- 


ry school in Newtown, Conn. 


The shooter, who was equipped with a 
gas mask and smoke grenades, set off a fire 
alarm to draw students out of classrooms 
shortly before the day ended at one of the 
state’s largest schools, officials said. 

Authorities offered no immediate de- 
tails on the 19-year-old suspect or any pos- 
sible motive, except to say that he had 


been kicked out of Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School, which has about 
3,000 students. 

Students who knew the shooter, identi- 
fied as Nikolas Cruz, described a volatile 
teenager whose strange behavior had 
caused others to end friendships with him, 
particularly after the fight that led to his 


expulsion. 

Frantic parents rushed to the school to 
find SWAT team members and ambulanc- 
es surrounding the huge campus. Live 
television footage showed emergency 
workers who appeared to be treating the 
wounded on sidewalks. 

“It is a horrific situation,” said Robert 
Runcie, superintendent of the school dis- 
trict in Parkland, about an hour’s drive 
north of Miami. “It is a horrible day for 
us.” 

The suspect was taken into custody 
without a fight in a residential neighbor- 
hood about a mile away. He had multiple 
magazines of ammunition, authorities 
said. 

“It’s catastrophic. There really are no 
words,” Broward County Sheriff Scott Is- 
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U.S. JUDGE QUESTIONS 
AMENDMENT 71 


USS. District Judge William J. Martinez 
said that part of last year’s voter- 
approved Amendment 71 — which 
makes it harder to change the state 
constitution via ballot initiative — 
violates the U.S. Constitution. »2A 


WATCHDOG CRITICIZES 
VA OVER EUROPE TRIP 


VA Secretary David Shulkin’s chief of 
staff doctored an email and made false 
statements to create a pretext for 
taxpayers to pay for the secretary’s 
wife on a trip to Europe, the agency’s 
inspector general found. »15A 


STUDY: BOOZE WORSE 
THAN POT FOR BRAIN 


A new study from CU researchers 
found that alcohol is much more 
damaging to your brain than marijuana 
and suggests weed use doesn’t seem to 
alter the structure of a person’s brain 
at all. »15A 
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